[Infection with hepatitis GB virus C in intravenous drug abusers with type C chronic liver diseases].
Hepatitis B virus(HBV), hepatitis C virus(HCV), and human immunodeficiency virus(HIV) infections are common among intravenous drug abusers, with a global distribution. The recently discovered hepatitis GB virus C(HGBV-C)/hepatitis G virus(HGV) has been linked to blood-borne non-A-E hepatitis. HGBV-C RNA was determined by the polymerase chain reaction with primers deduced from a helicase-like region in 189 patients with type C chronic liver diseases. Overall, HGBV-C RNA was detected in 22(11.6%) patients. The prevalence of HGBV-C RNA was estimated according to the suspected transmission routes(blood transfusion, intravenous drug abuse, tattooing and unknown) of HCV. 22.7-25.0% of type C hepatitis patients with a history of intravenous drug abuse were positive for HGBV-C RNA. These results indicate that HGBV-C is transmitted frequently in intravenous drug abusers coinfected with HCV.